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New England Feeding New England 
Project Goal

By 2030, 30% of the food consumed in New England 
is produced/harvested/caught within New England. 

Our collective effort will focus on expanding and fortifying the 
region's food supply and distribution systems in an equitable and 
inclusive way that ensures the availability of adequate, affordable, 

socially and culturally appropriate products under a variety of rapidly 
changing climate, environmental, and public health conditions.



Why is this project important?

New England has the capacity, ability, and 

ingenuity to create a food system that is more 

self-reliant. The current system presents 

several barriers to doing so.

In order to create a more self-reliant food 

system, food system development entities 

must work collaboratively to identify policies 

and investments that support public and 

private supply chain businesses and 

infrastructure.

Building a more resilient, strong regional food 

system would mean more jobs, a healthier 

populace, and greater stability of our 

economy, workforce, and supply chains.



What is a food system?

The 

Food 
System





New England Sales by Sector



New England Employment by Sector



Employment & Sales by Type in New England 



Food System Sales and Jobs in  New England Feeding                

New England



Food security means that people have access, at 
all times, to enough food for an active, healthy 
life for all household members. 

At a minimum, this includes: 

1. readily available, nutritionally adequate, safe foods 

2. assured ability to acquire personally acceptable 
foods in a socially acceptable way

What is food security?



How Much of Our Income is Spent on Food?



How does food insecurity happen?



How Many New Englanders are Food Insecure? 



Critical food security programs in the U.S.



New Englanders Living in Low Income / Low Access               

Census Tracts, by Race



Location of Grocery Stores in Low Income/Low Access         Census 

Tracts



New England Retail Food Sales by Type



The Analogue: Clean Energy & Food Systems Finance 
• Over a decade ago the clean energy and energy 

efficiency sectors were characterized as risky, 
fragmented, and ill-defined. 

• Investors viewed this as a questionable investment 
and avoided the clean energy sector, contributing to 
a lack of overall investment in the industry. 

• Today, the clean energy sector has been redefined as 
one of the most sought-out investment classes in the 
development finance spectrum. 

So, what changed?

How does Development Finance Relate to
Food Access & Food Security?



How can traditional development finance tools be 
employed to prove the viability of a food system asset 
class? 

● Bond finance
● Tax Increment Financing (TIFs)
● Federal and state tax credits and incentives
● Revolving loan funds

CDFAs target specific social and environmental benefits on a 
greater scale than the work of local level food systems 
efforts and they share many goals and methods with the 
food community. Though CDFAs have not been fully 
integrated into the food community, opportunities for 
collaboration are increasing. 

What’s in your Toolbox?



https://www.cdfa.net/cdfa/cdfaweb.nsf/resourcecenters/foodsystems.html

CDBG Funding



https://www.cdfa.net/cdfa/cdfaweb.nsf/resourcecenters/foodsystems.html

New Markets Tax Credits



https://www.cdfa.net/cdfa/cdfaweb.nsf/resourcecenters/foodsystems.html

TIFs



https://www.cdfa.net/cdfa/cdfaweb.nsf/resourcecenters/foodsystems.html

Healthy Food Financing



City Land Lease Option

https://www.citymarket.coop/co-op-history



How else can government finance officers support? 

→ Protect agricultural land from development 

surrounding your downtown and build relationships 

with area food producers

→ Help food producers in your area gain access to shelf 

and cooler space in the grocery stores in your 

community 

→ Use existing public sector programs to build local 

food infrastructure



How else can government finance officers support? 

→ Through creative marketing find ways to increase 

demand for local food (including locally processed 

and manufactured food)

→ Ensure that everyone in your community lives within 

a ½ mile of a food store and/or there is adequate 

public or other transportation options for everyone to 

get to where food is sold or distributed

→ Support efforts to get more local food sourced into 

childcare center, senior meal sites, schools, etc.



✓ Eat more local and regionally produced food!

✓ Get to know us! NEFNE partners can: 

○ Provide you with data

○ Introduce you to key partners

○ Help you understand what food system 
infrastructure is needed in your area of focus

✓ Work with us and other local and state partners to 
identify projects to support that contribute to the 30% 
by 2030 regional food goal while creating jobs and 
boosting your economy.

A Few Ways To Get Involved 



What’s Next with Our Project?   

Presentations to and convenings of key stakeholders about the NEFNE 
research findings. Each report component ends with a series of framing 
questions that can be used in sessions with different audiences.

The 6 State Partners will lead on:

➔ Grocers, Distributors & Food Hubs
➔ State Agriculture, Economic Development, Public Health, Health and 

Human Services, Environmental Protection, Fisheries Department 
Leaders

➔ Legislators (state & US Congressional)
➔ Economic and Community Development Planners
➔ Producers and Producer Associations
➔ Funders, Lenders, and Investors - and Potential Funders for food system 

projects and businesses

Food Solutions New England will lead on:

➔ NGOs, CBOs, BIPOC-led associations/organizations, food 
access/security organizations 



Want to learn more about the New England 

Feeding New England project?

Contact our Project Director, Leah Rovner - leah@vsjf.org

or visit us at www.nefoodsystemplanners.org

Thank you!


