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Our mission is to conserve the lands 

and waters on which all life depends. 

To achieve this, we must boldly 

address the 

biodiversity and climate crises. 

By maximizing our ability to affect 

change between now and 2030, we 

can shape a brighter future for people 

and our planet.



Westerly inundated with 

flood waters in 2010



Over the past 50 years, the surface 

water temperature of Narragansett Bay 
has increased 2.5-2.9°F.  Winter water 

temperatures in the Bay have increased 
even more (2.9 -3.6 °F). 

Temperatures in Rhode Island have increased by 

more than 3°F since the beginning of the 20th

century.



Sea levels have risen 10 inches in RI since 1930 

(Newport tide gauge).  Updated NOAA 

predictions (Jan. 2017) put sea level rise in RI at 

close to 1 ft. by 2030 and upwards of 9 ft. by 2100. 

Intense rainfall events in New England have 

increased 71% since 1958.  RI’s average annual 

precipitation has increased more than 10 inches 

since 1930. 







How much $ do you need? What would you do with it?



Workshop Objectives

Understand connections – ongoing issues, hazards,

and activities in each town.

Identify strengths & vulnerabilities.

Identify priority actions to improve resilience.

Opportunities to advance priority actions.





Process and outputs:

• Small group breakout exercise

• Report out to the larger group

• Large group discussion

Key Questions for Breakouts

• Top strengths of your community? Programs, projects, policies, etc. 

• Top vulnerabilities of your community? Places, groups, challenges, etc.

• Top priority actions for your community to work on going forward?

• Infrastructure, Societal/Public Health, Environment



Years 1-2: 
$2.5 million 

2020 Bond:

$7 million

2022 Bond: 
$16 million




