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Each New England State has adopted ethics laws, and 
we have attached links to the materials. 

Connecticut; https://www.ct.gov/ethics Connecticut General 
Statutes, Title 1, Chapter 
10. Code of Ethics

Regs. Sec. 1-81-1 to 39; 1-
92-1 to 61; Sec. 5-266a-1

Maine; https://www.maine.gov/ethics/laws/index.htm Maine Revised Statutes, 
Title 1. Chapter 25

Massachusetts; https://www.mass.gov/info-
details/massachusetts-law-about-ethics

Massachusetts General 
Laws Chapter 268A

930 CMR 1.00, et. seq.

New Hampshire; https://www.doj.nh.gov/ethics-
committee/

New Hampshire Revised 
Statutes, Title 1. Chapter 
21-G:29

Rhode Island; http://www.ethics.ri.gov/code/ General Laws of Rhode 
Island Title 36. Chapter 14

See also Rhode Island 
Administrative Code, Art. III, 
Sec. 8

Vermont; http://ethicscommission.vermont.gov/ VSA, Sec. 1202

https://www.ct.gov/ethics
https://www.maine.gov/ethics/laws/index.htm
https://www.mass.gov/info-
https://www.doj.nh.gov/ethics-
http://www.ethics.ri.gov/code/
http://ethicscommission.vermont.gov/
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The Government Finance Officers Association (GFOA) is beginning a complete 
revision of its Code of Professional Ethics. As part of this undertaking, GFOA plans to 
establish a Task Force of select members who will provide input on the scope and 
content of a new Code of Ethics. Information can be found on the link below.

http://www.gfoa.org/code-ethics-task-force-2018

GFOA Code of Ethics Task Force 2018

http://www.gfoa.org/code-ethics-task-force-2018
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TEXT:  judithblank643 to 22333

OR

pollev.com/judithblank643
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What is your favorite color?
A. Red
B. Blue
C. Yellow
D. None of the above
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 The Government Finance Officers Association of the United States and 
Canada is a professional organization of public officials united to enhance 
and promote the professional management of governmental financial 
resources by identifying, developing and advancing fiscal strategies, 
policies, and practices for the public benefit.

 To further these objectives, all government finance officers are enjoined to 
adhere to legal, moral, and professional standards of conduct in the 
fulfillment of their professional responsibilities. Standards of professional 
conduct as set forth in this code are promulgated in order to enhance the 
performance of all persons engaged in public finance.
(Emphasis added.)

Government Finance Officers Association
Code of Professional Ethics
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 Government finance officers shall demonstrate and be dedicated to the 
highest ideals of honor and integrity in all public and personal relationships 
to merit the respect, trust, and confidence of governing officials, other public 
officials, employees, and of the public.

 They shall devote their time, skills, and energies to their office both 
independently and in cooperation with other professionals.

 They shall abide by approved professional practices and recommended 
standards.

I. Personal Standards
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You receive an e-mail at Town Hall from an out-of-state buddy with a number of 
bawdy jokes. You think they are pretty good.  You should forward them to:

A. Your entire department
B. Only those with a sense of humor
C. Human Resources
D. None of the above
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Your childhood classmate has established a financial management consulting 
business. The Town has not yet begun the RFP process, but you know that a 
new financial accounting system is on the horizon. You know your friend will be 
interested in bidding. You:

A. Discuss with your friend specifics of the Town’s financial management 
needs

B. Introduce your friend to the Town’s IT Manager
C. Ask your friend for assistance in drafting the RFP that your friend will likely 

respond to
D. Do not discuss with your old friend, but retain a consultant with the 

necessary expertise to advise the Town
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 Government finance officers shall recognize and be accountable for their 
responsibilities as officials in the public sector.

 They shall be sensitive and responsive to the rights of the public and its 
changing needs.

 They shall strive to provide the highest quality of performance and counsel.
 They shall exercise prudence and integrity in the management of funds in 

their custody and in all financial transactions.
 They shall uphold both the letter and the spirit of the constitution, legislation, 

and regulations governing their actions and report violations of the law to 
the appropriate authorities.

II. Responsibility as Public Officials
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Your Accounts Payable Clerk has changed the Town-approved signature line of 
her Town email to include the phrase “May God be with you.”  This message 
now goes out from the Town every time she sends an email.  You:

A. Consult with your pastor/rabbi/imam
B. Call the ACLU
C. Complain to all the atheists at the diner where you stop for coffee each 

morning
D. Ask the clerk to use the standard signature line
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The Town gadfly has begun camping out in the Finance Office.  His presence is 
beginning to interfere with employee morale and performance.  You:

A. Place files and papers on every available seat
B. Inflate the cost of copying his FOI requests
C. Prohibit him from speaking at the next Board of Finance meeting
D. Adopt a policy which limits availability to certain reasonable hours and 

employees
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Government finance officers shall be responsible for maintaining their 
own competence, for enhancing the competence of their colleagues, 
and for providing encouragement to those seeking to enter the field of 
government finance. Finance officers shall promote excellence in the 
public service.

III. Professional Development
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The NESGFOA conference is scheduled to be held in Maine and two sessions 
on cybersecurity by experts in the field are on the agenda.  Your new assistant 
came from an accounting firm and is in need of exposure to this area.  The 
department budget includes only enough for one attendee and you have all the 
continuing education credits needed for the year.  You:

A. Go yourself because you love Kennebunkport
B. Go yourself because you have been invited by a Town vendor to play golf
C. Go yourself because you need a break from the Town Manager
D. Send the assistant because CPE is important
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 Government finance officers shall demonstrate professional integrity in the 
issuance and management of information.

 They shall not knowingly sign, subscribe to, or permit the issuance of any 
statement or report which contains any misstatement or which omits any 
material fact.

 They shall prepare and present statements and financial information 
pursuant to applicable law and generally accepted practices and guidelines.

 They shall respect and protect privileged information to which they have 
access by virtue of their office.

 They shall be sensitive and responsive to inquiries from the public and the 
media, within the framework of state or local government policy.

IV. Professional Integrity – Information
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The Town’s year-end numbers look very good, and have permitted the Town 
Manager to approve the 5% raise you have long deserved and requested.  The 
Town will be going to the debt market later this year.  While reviewing the draft 
audit, you discover a significant arithmetic error that wipes out most of the gain 
in the fund balance.  You tell:

A. No one, and hope for a large surplus in the next fiscal year
B. The Town Manager, but after your raise is adopted as part of the new 

budget
C. The Town Auditor, but after the audit has been accepted and filed on EMMA
D. The Town Manager and the Town Auditor as soon as you discover the error
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 Government finance officers shall act with honor, integrity, and virtue in all 
professional relationships.

 They shall exhibit loyalty and trust in the affairs and interests of the 
government they serve, within the confines of this Code of Ethics.

 They shall not knowingly be a party to or condone any illegal or improper 
activity.

 They shall respect the rights, responsibilities, and integrity of their 
colleagues and other public officials with whom they work and associate.

 They shall manage all matters of personnel within the scope of their 
authority so that fairness and impartiality govern their decisions.

 They shall promote equal employment opportunities, and in doing so, 
oppose any discrimination, harassment, or other unfair practices.

V. Professional Integrity – Relationships
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The Assistant City Manager has submitted a series of large and unusual 
reimbursement requests without the usual documentation. You know that she is 
a favorite of the Council Chair.  Your staff is questioning these requests.  You 
have been advised by the City Manager to “make it work.”  You:

A. Consult with your pastor/rabbi/imam
B. Approve the payments without further request for documentation
C. Consult with the City Attorney and document the response
D. Advise the press
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 Government finance officers shall actively avoid the appearance of or the 
fact of conflicting interests.

 They shall discharge their duties without favor and shall refrain from 
engaging in any outside matters of financial or personal interest 
incompatible with the impartial and objective performance of their duties.

 They shall not, directly or indirectly, seek or accept personal gain which 
would influence, or appear to influence, the conduct of their official duties.

 They shall not use public property or resources for personal or political gain.

VI. Conflict of Interest
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The City has surplus printers and the purchasing agent suggests they be sold 
on eBay. Your college-age children could use printers in their dorm rooms.  
You:

A. Offer them to the highest bidder among department employees after setting 
aside one for each of your children

B. Offer them to the Mayor and his staff  
C. Sell them on eBay or to an unrelated third party
D. Review the City’s policy on surplus property
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The City has surplus printers in a storage closet in the finance office.  It is 
reported to you that the Assistant Finance Director has been spotted moving 
large boxes from the closet into his car.  You:

A. Lock the closet 
B. Take inventory of the contents of the storage closet, and report the number 

missing to the City’s insurer
C. Take inventory of the contents of the storage closet, and report to the City 

police the number missing 
D. Take inventory of the contents of the storage closet, and report the 

information you have to the head of Human Resources
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 Your Banker
 State law limitations

 Your Municipal Financial Advisor 
 MSRB Rule G-20 gifts
 G-37 political contributions
 G-38 political activities

 Underwriters 
 SIFMA

 Vendors during the RFP process
 Attractive person applying for assistant’s position

KNOW THE RELEVANT LAWS AND REGULATIONS

Who Can Buy Me Lunch?
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 Technology/cybersecurity
 Campaigns 
 Open meetings
 HR/Employment

 #MeToo
 Whistle Blowing

 Self-dealing

Areas Where Ethical Issues May Arise:
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 Is it legal?
 Is it covered by criminal statutes?
 Is it regulated?  Whose actions may be regulated: you or another party?
 What laws, regulations to consider: federal/state/local

 Does it comply with municipal policies?
 How will it impact others:

 Supervisor 
 Co-workers
 Town residents

 How would it look on the front page?
 Is it right for you?
 What would Mom say?

What to Ask Yourself?
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 Supervisor
 HR
 Town Attorney
 Ethics Commission

Who to Contact with Questions?


