
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Keynote Speaker 
 
Brandon Rumbaugh 
Keynote Address 
 
Brandon Rumbaugh is just 25, but he has had more experiences than others much older.  Mr. 
Rumbaugh is a Marine Corps veteran who is a double amputee.  After attending college for a 
brief time, he joined the Marines in 2007.  In September 2011, he was sent to Afghanistan.  On 
Novermber 29th of that same year Mr. Rumbaugh stepped on an explosive.  He spent the next 
nine months at Walter Reed Medical Center recuperating from all of his injuries.  In June 2012 
he moved to South Union, PA.  Mr. Rumbaugh attends Penn State University, majoring in 
business and hopes to continue to be a motivational speaker with the dream to work for the 
Pittsburgh Steelers and other sports teams. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Session A. Who Can Buy Me Lunch? 
 

Judith A. Blank, Partner  
Day Pitney 
P: (860) 275-0112 | jablank@daypitney.com 
Judith Blank practices in state and local government finance, representing 
governmental agencies issuing general obligation and revenue bonds, and 
representing borrowers, lenders, underwriters, trustees and issuers of private 

activity bonds. Financings on which she has worked include tax-exempt leases; variable-rate put 
bonds with swaps; Dutch-auction redemptions; advance refunding bonds with float contracts; 
and bonds backed with financial insurance, letters of credit or standby purchase agreements. She 
has over 30 years of experience in the public finance arena. 
 
 

 
Glenn G. Rybacki, Counsel 
Day Pitney  
P: (860) 275-0115 | grybacki@daypitney.com 
Glenn Rybacki is counsel in and serves as the primary tax counsel to Day Pitney’s 
Municipal Finance Practice Group. He represents issuers of tax-exempt and taxable 
bonds as Bond Counsel and represents underwriters, lenders, borrowers and 

trustees in debt transactions. He has served as Bond Counsel on general obligation bonds and 
notes, revenue bonds, refunding bonds, tax credit bonds, pension obligation bonds, Clean Water 
Fund financings, and conduit borrowings 

 
Glenn focuses much of his practice on the federal tax aspects of tax-exempt, tax credit and other tax 
benefit bonds. He has prepared and advised on post-issuance tax compliance procedures for 
municipalities, state agencies and conduit borrowers. Glenn regularly conducts compliance training 
seminars for the Connecticut State Colleges & Universities system, other conduit borrowers and various 
municipalities. 
 
Before entering private practice, Glenn was a tax manager in the multistate practice group at Deloitte & 
Touche and a revenue examiner for the State of Connecticut Department of Revenue Services. Glenn 
combines his experience as bond counsel with his prior experience as a tax professional to effectively and 
efficiently represent municipalities, conduit borrowers and other issuers before the IRS. 
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Namita Tripathi Shah, Partner  
Day Pitney 
P: (860) 275-0132 | ntshah@daypitney.com 
Namita Shah, chair of Day Pitney’s Private Equity and Finance business unit, practices in 
the area of public and private finance. She is a member of the firm’s Municipal Finance 
and Institutional Finance and Commercial Lending practice groups. She has more than 

20 years of experience working closely with the Office of the State Treasurer and serves as the primary 
attorney in Day Pitney’s roles as Lead Bond Counsel and Lead Disclosure Counsel for the State. She is 
actively involved in all aspects of public finance, including bond authorizations, disclosure, tax issues and 
issuance. She has served as Bond Counsel, Disclosure Counsel, Underwriter’s Counsel and Trustee’s 
Counsel on general obligation and conduit financings throughout the region. Namita’s work as Bond 
Counsel has involved, among other things, the negotiation of intercreditor agreements between conduit 
issuers and various letter of credit providers and bond insurers, restructuring existing transactions, 
preparing advice on permissible escrow securities and investments, negotiation of mortgage terms and 
conditions, and review of swap agreements and float contracts. She has extensive experience with general 
state and municipal law as well as laws relating to state agencies and authorities. Her institutional finance 
and commercial lending work includes asset-backed structured financing and private placements of 
secured and unsecured senior and mezzanine debt.  

 
 
 
 
Douglas Gillette, Partner 
Day Pitney 
 
Doug Gillette,  chair of Day Pitney’s Municipal Finance practice group, has issued, underwriters, 
banks, trustees, borrowers and other entities in state and municipal financing transactions since 
1981.  Doug has extensive experience analyzing and addressing the tax-related concerns that 
arise in governmental financings.  Doug’s work in the area of governmental finance led to his 
appointment by the governor of Connecticut to the state’s Municipal Finance Advisory 
Commission, where he has served since 1989.  In 2005, Doug was appointed to serve on the 
Municipal POB/OPEB Working Group, which was charged to report on and draft legislation to 
address issues regarding the funding and financing of municipal pension and other post-
employment benefits.  In 2007, Doug was appointed to the Property Tax Cap Commission.  Doug 
also served, from spring 2008 to fall 2009, in a statutory position of municipal finance expert on 
a regional school district study committee.  Doug speaks and writes often on issues important to 
municipalities and other taxing authorities. 
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Session B. Disaster Planning 
 

Dana Conover, 
 
Emergency Management Program Supervisor 
State of Connecticut  
Department of Emergency Services & Public Protection 
Division of Emergency Management & Homeland Security 
 
 
Dana graduated from UCONN with a BS in Biological Sciences in 1982 and began working for the 
Department of Environmental Protection. He began working in Emergency Management in 1987 
when he accepted a position as Exercise Training Officer for the Office of Civil Preparedness. Since 
then Dana has served as Radiological Defense Officer, Chief of Operations, and in 2011 was 
assigned the responsibility of supervising Recovery Operations for D-1904-CT. Since then Dana 
has supervised the Administration of the FEMA Public Assistance Program for seven Federally 
Declared Disasters and two Emergency Declarations. As a result of these Declarations, 
Connecticut and its applicants have had 4522 projects with a total cost of approximately 
$350,000,000.00 funded through the FEMA PA Program. On 20 August 2018 CT received a new 
Major Disaster Declaration for the 15 May Tornado 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Session C. Retirement Planning 
 
Moderator 
Kathryn Pizzi, CFA, ASA 
Hooker & Holcombe, Inc., Investment Advisory Group 

Kate is managing director with the Hooker & Holcombe investment advisory group.  She is responsible 
for client relationship management for institutional clients and oversees the private wealth 
management line of business.  In addition to her client and management responsibilities, Kate is 
involved in the sales and research areas of the firm. She has more than 16 years of experience serving 
the actuarial and investment advisory needs of both public and private clients, with the past ten years 
focused on investment-grade fixed income investing.  Kate’s breadth of experience in both actuarial and 
investment advisory services offers a unique perspective for her clients. 

Prior to joining the firm, Kate was with Prime Advisors, Inc. serving most recently as senior investment 
strategist and fixed income portfolio manager, where she managed over $2 billion in investment-grade 
fixed income assets.  

Kate is a Chartered Financial Analyst (CFA) charterholder, an Associate of the Society of Actuaries (ASA) 
and a member of the American Academy of Actuaries (MAAA).  Kate earned a Bachelor of Arts magna 
cum laude in mathematics and economics from Boston University and she is a credentialed Actuary.   

 
Panelists 
Kathleen Ricci, CPA 
Bowman, Black & DeFilio, LLC 

Kathy Ricci is a manager at Bowman, Black & DeFilio, LLC in Cheshire, CT.  She has been with the firm for 
25 years and works with non-profit organizations, manufacturing and service industries as well as 
individual income tax clients.   Kathy is a certified public accountant.  She is also a member of the 
American Institute of Certified Public Accountants and the Connecticut Society of Certified Public 
Accountants.  Kathy currently serves on the Board of Directors of the Dolphin Communication Project 
Inc. and enjoys charity work throughout her church and community but most specifically, the annual 
Jimmy Fund Walk with her family for the Dana Farber Cancer Institute in Boston, MA. 

Kathy attended the University of Connecticut Honors Program graduating with magna cum laude honors 
and the University of New Haven with a Master of Science degree in accounting. 

 

Joshua Gottfried CFP®, CDFA®, AIF®  
Gottfried & Somberg Wealth Management, LLC 

Joshua Gottfried is a founder and principal of Gottfried & Somberg Wealth Management, LLC, an 
independent investment and financial services firm that provides sophisticated wealth planning and 
investment management strategies to individuals and small institutions. While helping clients over the 
past 20 years, he has earned advanced credentials to further his expertise and holds CERTIFIED 
FINANCIAL PLANNER™ certification and Accredited Investment Fiduciary and Certified Divorce Financial 
Analyst designations. Throughout his career, his insights about investing and retirement planning have 



been published and quoted in The New York Times, Morningstar, Financial Planning Magazine, 
Investment Advisor Magazine and other industry and local publications. 

 
Owen P. Eagan, Esq. 
Eagan, Donohue, VanDyke & Falsey, LLP 

Owen P. Eagan is the probate judge for the town of West Hartford. Sworn into office in November, 2016, 
Judge Eagan rules on matters such as will contests, decedents estates, trusts, children’s matters, 
guardianships and conservatorships. This is a part-time position that allows Owen to continue practicing 
law. 

Owen received his Bachelor' s degree from Wesleyan University in Middletown CT and received his Juris 
Doctorate from Georgetown University Law Center in Washington DC. 

As a practicing attorney for over 32 years Owen has conducted a general practice of law at the West 
Hartford law firm- Eagan, Donohue, Van Dyke and Falsey LLP which he co- founded with his partner 
Thomas Donohue, concentrating on estate planning and administration, probate, real estate and 
litigation including state and federal criminal and civil litigation and probate litigation.  

As a trial lawyer he has fought for those in need. He has tried cases on behalf of many people in the 
Probate Court, Connecticut Superior Court, Connecticut appellate court, US federal district court in the 
US Second Circuit Court of Appeals. 

For over 32 years Owen has worked on estates, trusts, conservatorships, custody matters, adoptions 
and guardianships. He continues to represent couples and families with their estate planning and estate 
settlement needs. While Connecticut probate judges are not allowed to practice in Their Own Court, 
Owen continues to represent individuals and fiduciaries in probate courts outside of West Hartford. 

Judge Eagan also has presented lectures and question and answer sessions on probate matters to local 
senior centers. He also created a public event series, “De-mystifying the Probate Court,” as well as a 
community television show, “The Probate Court and You,” to teach probate law and procedure to 
hundreds of town residents.  

Edward T. Shehan 
Bank of America Merrill Lynch 

Ed Shehan is a senior vice president and senior client manager for Health Benefit Solutions, a unit within 
Bank of America Merrill Lynch Global Wealth and Retirement Solutions. Ed is responsible for business 
development of institutional clients in the Eastern region. In this role, he manages the overall sales 
process and presents healthcare savings capabilities and services to new clients in his region. In addition 
to new business development, Ed remains a part of the client team throughout the life of the 
relationships to serve as a benefit resource for future discussions on the expansion of services and 
healthcare strategies. 

Previously, he managed all new group implementations for Health Benefit Solutions and was 
responsible for a team of project managers who launched several complex Health Reimbursement 
Arrangements and Health Savings Account programs. Ed joined Bank of America in 2006 and has 16 
years of health and welfare consulting and consumer-directed healthcare experience. 

Prior to joining Bank of America, Ed worked at Hewitt Associates in healthcare implementations and 
ongoing operations. Ed is a Finance graduate from the University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign. 



 
Session D. Financial Planning and Modeling 

 
 
Melina Matafias,  
 
PFM Solutions 
 
Melina Matafias has joined the Whitebirch team after graduating from Temple University. She 
has worked implementing and training local government and education clients on the 
Whitebirch platform. In 2018, she joined the business development team as a solutions 
consultant helping prospects and clients apply the platform to their business needs.  
 

 

Frank Candio,  
 
PFM Solutions 
 
Frank Candio has spent his entire career in technology as an entrepreneur, investor, board 
member and advisor. In 2013, Frank successfully exited, via sale, from SEI, a marketing services 
and technology company he co-founded in 2006.  Frank is a graduate of Fairfield University.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Session E. Rating Agency Panel 
 

 
Matthew Spoerndle-Moderator 
 
PHOENIX ADVISORS 
 
Matthew Spoerndle is a Senior Managing Director and principal shareholder of Phoenix 
Advisors, LLC.  He opened and has managed the Connecticut office since 2008.  Over his 18+ 
year career, Mr. Spoerndle has provided financial advice on over $6 billion of new money and 
refunding debt for Connecticut Local issuers.  His responsibilities include everything related to 
the Municipal Advisory function.  He has held several licenses, including the series 52, 63 and 
General Securities 7 and currently holds the Series 50 license for Municipal Advisory. 
 
Prior to joining the Phoenix team, Mr. Spoerndle worked with People’s Bank as a Vice- 
President  in the Municipal Finance area.  Mr. Spoerndle earned a Bachelor of Arts with a major 
in Economics and a minor in International Relations from the University of Pennsylvania.  He 
received an M.B.A. degree in Finance from Fairfield University. 
 
Panelist 
 
Nicholas Lehman 
 
MOODY’S INVESTORS SERVICE 
 
Nick Lehman is a Vice President-Senior Analyst for the Northeastern Local Governments Ratings 
Team covering credits in New England and New York. Nick serves as the state lead for local 
government credits in Massachusetts and is currently the lead analyst for Hartford, Connecticut 
and other high profile cities across New England. Nick is also the co-lead of the Public Finance 
Group Training and Development Task Force.  
 
Prior to joining Moody’s in 2011, Nick worked for the Kansas Development Finance Authority 
acting as the primary issuer for various State of Kansas credits including, state general fund, 
higher education, and pooled loan programs. Nick holds a BA in Economics from the University 
of Kansas and an MBA from Baker University.  
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Victor M. Medeiros  
 
S&P GLOBAL RATINGS 
 
Victor Medeiros is a Director in the Boston office of S&P Global Ratings in the State and Local 
Government Group. Victor functions as the lead analyst for all local government ratings in New 
England. In addition, Victor authors thought leadership commentary, and participates in credit 
rating activities and criteria development nationally.  
 
Victor is a member of the National Federation of Municipal Analysts (NFMA) and the Boston 
Municipal Analysts Forum (BMAF).  
 
Victor holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Accounting from University of Massachusetts 
Dartmouth and a Masters of Business Administration from Northeastern University.  
 
 
FITCH RATINGS  
 
Kevin Dolan  
 
Kevin Dolan began working at Fitch Ratings in 2010 and is a Director in Fitch’s U.S. Public Finance 
Local Government Group.  He serves as lead credit analyst for ratings of tax and revenue-
supported issuances in the Northeast, Mid-Atlantic and Southeast regions of the country and as 
secondary analyst for certain northeastern state ratings. In addition to assigning ratings to local 
government bond transactions, Kevin's responsibilities include the development of rating criteria 
and publishing of rating commentary and special reports related to the public finance industry, 
and issuer or region-specific credit events.   
 
Before joining Fitch in 2010, Kevin was a first vice president at Ambac Financial Group, Inc., a 
global financial guaranty insurance company. Beginning in 2001, he was responsible for the credit 
analysis and approval for bond insurance of various tax-backed, utility, transportation, higher 
education, and lease revenue bonds issued by governmental issuers in all fifty states.  Prior to his 
role as a credit analyst, Kevin managed corporate and insurance regulatory compliance for 
Ambac. 
 
Kevin received his BS in Finance from Fairfield University and an M.S. in Taxation from Fordham 
University Graduate School of Business. 



 
 
 
 
 

Session F. Power of Fun at Work 
 
 

Walt Stasinski- Storyteller and Humorist 
 
Walt Stasinki holds a Master degree in Education from Wayne State University and a Masters 
degree in Public Health from the University of Michigan.  His early speaking career began as a 
teacher and football coach at Wayne State University.  After leaving the University Mr. Stasinski 
directed programs at hospitals including the Wellness Initiative for 10,000 employees at 
Beaumont Hospital in Royal Oak, Michigan.  For over 20 years Mr. Stasinski has had the privilege 
of speaking to audiences in just about every State. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Session G. Medicare Impact on Workers’ Compensation 
 

Kathy Bell  

Vice President of Regional Account Management, Franco Signor 

Kathy Bell has worked in the complex field of insurance claims for more than 25 years. Her tenure 
at Franco Signor has seen her expand her skills to encompass a number of Account Management 
duties including; client training, Medicare claims data management and a variety of critical client 
support roles.  By combining her unique background in claims with an ability to deliver Medicare 
compliance solutions, Ms. Bell brings an innovative perspective to her role.  

Roy Franco, Partner Franco Signor 
 
Roy Franco is the Chief Client Officer of Franco Signor.  He is one of the Company’s founders, 
and a national authority on the Medicare Secondary Payee Act.  In 2006, he built a grassroots 
campaign to educate risk management professionals and P&C carriers on the risks Medicare 
posed to the prompt settlement of workers compensation, liability and no fault claims.  His 
efforts led to the formation of the Medicare Advocacy Recovery Coalition {MARC}, which he has 
served as its first chairman.  In the past, Roy worked as a Risk Manager for a Fortune 500 
Company that self-insured and self -administered its workers compensation, liability and no 
fault claims.  Roy is a lawyer, licensed to practice in California and Hawaii.  He continues to 
serve on the MARC executive leadership group and is a member of the Risk Insurance 
Management Society. 
 

Mark Budzyna, Connecticut Inter-Local Risk Management Agency (CIRMA) 
 
Mark Budzyna has approximately 25 years of experience in the insurance industry in the private 
and municipal sectors.  For the last 20 years, Mark has worked at CIRMA and in the last ten 
years he has managed the Special Services Department which includes Subrogation, the Special 
Investigative Unit, and Medicare compliance.   
 

 
 



 
 
 
 

Session H. Change Your Day, Not Your Life 
 

 
Andy Core  
 
Author, Researcher and Motivational Speaker 
 
Andy Core has a Master’s degree in the Science of Human Performance and a Bachelor’s degree 
in Pre-Med.  He has spent over 20 years researching ways to better equip people to thrive in 
today’s high demand workplace.  He has done over 1,100 presentations on 3 continents and is a 
5 Star peak performance author with Wiley Publishing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Session I. HR Topics 
 
Floyd Dugas 
 
Bercham Moses PC 
 
Floyd J. Dugas, Senior Partner with Berchem Moses PC, heads up the firm’s Labor & Employment 
practice. He represents towns, cities and boards of education throughout Connecticut, often as 
General Counsel. Floyd is a member of the firm’s Labor & Employment and Education Law 
departments. He represents both private and public sector employers.  Floyd is a graduate of the 
University of Connecticut and the Temple University James E. Beasley School of Law. 
 
Floyd has been involved in a number of matters of statewide significance.   
He has served as an adjunct professor of Labor Relations at the University of New Haven. 
Additionally, he is an arbitrator on the State of Connecticut Department of Education Panel of 
Arbitrators. A regular lecturer on labor, employment and education law topics, Floyd is a member 
and past president of the Connecticut School Attorneys Council and is a member of the National 
Council of School Board Attorneys.  He also serves as Chair of the Personnel and Benefits 
Committee of the Easter Seals Rehabilitation Center of Greater Waterbury, Inc. 
 
Floyd Dugas has a Martindale-Hubbell Law Directory AV® Preeminent™ peer rating, which is a 
rating that Martindale-Hubbell publishes based on peers’ evaluation of a lawyer’s legal ability 
and high ethical standards. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Session J. GASB Update 
 
 
Lisa Parker  
 
Governmental Accounting Standards Board  
 
Lisa Parker is a senior project manager with the Governmental Accounting Standards Board 
{GASB}.  Prior to joining GASB in 2008, Lisa worked for Runyon Kersteen Ouellette CPA,s for 10 
years, the Town of Old Orchard Beach, Maine as Finance Director and interim Town Manager for 
2 years and the City of Saco, Maine as Finance Director for 8 years.  Lisa is a certified public 
accountant and a chartered global management accountant.  She is also a member of the 
Association of Governmental Accountants, the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants 
and the Maine Society of certified public accountants.  Lisa attended Boston College and the 
University of Southern Maine. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Session K. Policies and Procedure Development and 
Enforcement 

 
 
David Nowacki, CISA, CIA 
 
BlumShapiro 
 
David is a manager in Blum Shapiro’s Consulting Group.  He has over 13 years experience with 
management consulting and information security.  David is an integral member of the 
Management Consulting Group, specializing in cyber security.  Prior to joining BlumShapiro, 
David worked for the Oregon State Lottery as a chief Audit Executive and head of retail contract 
administration department, and Deloitte in the federal controls assurance practice areas.  David 
joined BlumShapiro in 2015. 
 
 

Session L. Interpretation of Federal Tax Law Changes 
 

Andrew Lattimer, CPA, MST 
 
Partner, BlumShapiro 
 
Andrew is a tax partner with BlumShapiro.  He has experience with tax planning, research and 
consulting for clients in a variety of industries.    Andrew has a bachelors degree from 
Northeastern University and a Masters in Taxation from the University of Hartford.  He is a 
member of the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants, Connecticut Societ of 
Certified Public Accountants, Construction Finance Management Association and the Real 
Estate Finance Association. 
 
 

Eileen Foley Allgrove, JD, MST, CFP 
 
Fiduciary Investment Advisors 
 



Eileen is an Associate Director in the Private Client Group with Fiduciary Investment Advisors.  
Prior to joining FIA, Eileen was a Senior Wealth Manager at BNY Mellon, and before her time 
with BNY Mellon, she was a Senior Trust Officer at US Trust.  She has a bachelor’s degree from 
Allegheny College,  a Master’s [degree in Taxation] from the University of Hartford and a Law 
degree from Western New England University.  Eileen has been advising individuals, trustees, 
endowments and foundations for over 20 years and has a wide range of expertise in investment 
management, taxation, estate planning and fiduciary administration. 


